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Gloria Fay Korenbilit Steckler

MAY 20, 1941 - JAN 25, 2021

G loria Fay Korenblit Steckler of North Miami Beach, beloved daughter, sister,
wife, mother and grandmother was born in Manila, Philippines on May 20th,
1941. She survived Covid-19 but from there on, it was a day to day situation. She
passed peacefully on January 25th, 2021 and is preceded in death by her husband
Alan Steckler, father Jack I. Korenblit, mother Paula Korenblit and brother Gilbert M.
Korenblit. Her parents, who were Polish Jews, fled the Nazis in 1939 for the
Philippines. Gloria and her parents were POWs at Santo Tomas from 1942-1945. At
the end of WWII, realizing that nearly all of their family perished back in Lublin,
they decided to emigrate to The US. For a couple of years they lived in North
Bergen, NJ just a few miles away from where her future husband Alan grew up in
Rockland County, NY. Some years later, the family moved once again and settled in
Miami, FL.

Gloria was a stunning young woman with dark brown hair and deep blue eyes. She had a love of
orchids, all plants (especially flowers) and fruit trees. She attended the University of Miami in
Coral Gables as a botany major. But during the course of her studies, her mother became ill and
she dropped everything to return home and take care of her.

One summer, Gloria took a trip to NYC. Her Aunt Lil had gotten her a ticket to be in the audience
for The Jack Paar Show. Each audience member was asked to submit a question to Mr. Paar. He
then would announce the audience member by name and ask them to stand for the camera. He
chose Gloria’s question but when he announced her name, she was camera shy.

She returned to Miami Beach where she became a volunteer as a candy striper at Mount Sinai
Hospital and it was there that she met her husband Alan who was as a pharmacist.

Gloria and Alan were married in 1963 at The Deauville Hotel and settled in the Uleta area of
North Miami Beach. She became involved with national charitable organizations and local groups
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such as the North-Dade Orchid Club which met at the former Washington Federal where she won
numerous awards for cultivating orchids. Gloria was an avid bowler, loved swimming and tennis,
painted ceramics, dabbled in floral design and was a hatha yoga enthusiast. She took great pride
in witnessing the bounties of her fruit trees and winter tomato gardens. In fact, whenever her
parents drove down to visit from Cocoa Beach, the very first thing they would all do is run to the
backyard for a grand tour and harvest.

Gloria overcame countless obstacles in her life and persisted with a fighting spirit through each
and every one. She was devoted to and cared deeply for her beloved family, friends and
neighbors. Before her nursing facility entered lockdown, close friends continued to visit with her.
We are appreciative and thankful to all who continued to ask about Gloria and pray for her.

We are grateful to everyone at Claridge House whose nurses, caregivers and staff became Gloria’s
extended family. A special thank you particularly to Elijah, Beverly and MaryAnn who helped
facilitate video calls. Vitas Hospice was with Gloria and her family every step of the way. Thank
you for taking care of our mother. Each of us felt her spirit when she would insist that everyone
call her Mrs. Gloria Fay. She would tell caregivers and fellow residents openly that she loved them.
In lieu of flowers, we kindly ask to please donate by planting a tree in Gloria’s memory through
alivingtribute.org or to the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America.

We love you Mom and you are forever in our hearts.

Gloria is survived by her son Steven, daughter-in-law Robin, granddaughters Jordan and Jessica,
daughter Rachel, son-in-law Denis, grandson Julian, sister-in-law Myra and nieces Lisa, Tammy
and Shana.

Graveside Service will be held on Friday, January 29, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. at Mount Sinai Memorial

Park Cemetery. Arrangements by Levitt-Weinstein Blasberg-Rubin-Zilbert Memorial Chapel
(805) 932-2700
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Graveside Service

ﬁ Friday, January 29, 2021
(® 10:00 AMET

@ Mount Sinai Memorial Park Cemetery
1125 NW 137th St,, Miami FL 33054
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=25.900619,-80.217804
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Michelle sent a virtual gift in honor of Gloria.

SIP Gloria...Condolences to Rachel and family.

January 29 at 5:37 AM

Michelle lit a candle in honor of Gloria.

j 74

January 29 at 5:31 AM

Beverly lit a candle in honor of Gloria.

Gloria loving her families very much she will truth be missing here at Claridge
House Nursing &Rehab Center Rest In Paradise Angel. FROM SHAE l ;_!!

January 29 at 4:40 AM

Beverly sent a virtual gift in honor of Gloria.

January 28 at 9:05 PM

Beverly posted:

To Rachael, Steve and family, With my deepest sympathy. Mrs. Gloria, will always be remembered by
all who knew and deeply cared for her. | remember Gloria, as a very outspoken person, she was not
afraid of expressing herself. She was secure in who she was. Respectful towards everyone she met.
She loved her husband deeply and he displayed love toward her with deep affection and care. Gloria,
was always greatful to everyone she met. She would express by saying 'l Love you'. You're so
Beautiful'. Even when she felt discomfort she wanted to please others. She enjoyed music, dancing,
and the musical hit 'Gloria' she would get so excited when she heard it played. Mrs. Gloria Fay Stetler
will always be remembered by all who knew and deeply cared for her. Rest in peace. In God's grace
J\. Mrs. Beverly C. Ealy

January 28 at 9:03 PM
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Beverly lit a candle in honor of Gloria.

Lt

January 28 at 8:22 PM

Yolanda Vazquez posted:

Gloria was like a second mom to me. As kids, Rachel and | would run the streets of North Miami
Beach and beyond. If my mother couldn't pick us up, Gloria had our back-always. She always had the
best bagels and cream cheese for us to eat and even made me try Gefilte fish! Boy did she get a kick
out of seeing me eat that. She had a hearty laugh and a huge smile that could light up a room. She
loved her plants/ flowers/bowling and her family. Her beauty on the outside was second to the
beauty she contained on the inside-always loving, always nurturing and always making sure you did
what you were supposed to do. My family is so sorry for your loss. She will be missed and her fun-
loving, happy-go-lucky spirit will live on forever. Sending prayers up for Rachel & Steven and their
families and they try to stay strong during this immensely difficult time. #RIPGloria

January 26 at 10:15 AM

PAGE 7 OF 8



Y

Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Gloria by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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